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50 YEARS - THE SPIRIT TO GROW

NurnbergMesse welcomes 50 millionth visitor during
International Toy Fair

e Marking 50" anniversary of NiirnbergMesse: 50 millionth visitor during International
Toy Fair Spielwarenmesse

e Special honour for US toy retailer David Castillo from Utah

e Impressive development in visitor numbers at Exhibition Centre Nuremberg from
396,000 in foundation year 1974 to 25 million in 1999 and 40 million in 2012

New record broken: In its 50" year, NiirnbergMesse is very pleased to welcome its 50
millionth visitor to the Exhibition Centre during Spielwarenmesse, the International
Toy Fair. This honour went to US toy retailer David Castillo from Utah, who was
welcomed by Nuremberg Lord Mayor and Chairman of the Supervisory Board of
NirnbergMesse GmbH Marcus Konig, NiirnbergMesse Group CEO Peter Ottmann and
Florian Hess, member of the Spielwarenmesse Management Board. As a small token
of thanks, NiirnbergMesse gave him a gingerbread heart with “50,000,000” on it, and
Spielwarenmesse presented him with the “red rocking horse”, the symbol of the fair.

Nuremberg, 31 January 2024 — The timing couldn’t have been better: The 50 millionth visitor
to the Exhibition Centre Nuremberg arrived in NurnbergMesse’s own anniversary year, and
during the Spielwarenmesse, the International Toy Fair. After all, one factor that helped to bring
NurnbergMesse into existence was the fact the Spielwarenmesse — then still located on the
Berliner Platz in Nuremberg — was bursting at the seams by the end of the 1960s. In the search
for a suitable new location for the trade fair, they finally found what they were looking for in the
city’s Langwasser district. “The Spielwarenmesse is a flagship for Nuremberg as a business
and exhibition venue, and its visitors have made a significant contribution to the success story
of NurnbergMesse. Congratulations on achieving this new record of fifty million visitors!” says
Nuremberg Lord Mayor Marcus Koénig. NirnbergMesse Group CEO Peter Ottmann adds: “In
our anniversary year, we are very pleased to see David Castillo break this record at the
Spielwarenmesse, which shows once again that the world feels at home at our events.”

First toy fair in Langwasser breaks the mould

The new exhibition centre passed its baptism of fire with the 24" International Toy Fair from 2
to 9 February 1973 — which hosted almost five times the number of exhibitors and offered
almost twenty times the exhibition space. NurnbergMesse was officially established when it
was entered in the commercial register on 5 April 1974. “We would like to congratulate
NirnbergMesse on its 50" anniversary and the 50 millionth visitor to the exhibition centre,”
says Florian Hess, Member of the Management Board of Spielwarenmesse eG. “I am
particularly pleased that we can welcome this visitor during our world-leading event, and that
he is also an international trade visitor from the US.” The number of visitors to the Exhibition
Centre Nuremberg has grown from 396,000 in 1974, the year it was founded, to 10 million in
1987, 25 million in 1999 and 40 million in 2012.
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In 2019, Spielwarenmesse eG and NirnbergMesse took an early opportunity to extend their
long-standing partnership through to 2028.

About the NiirnbergMesse Group

The NirnbergMesse Group is one of the 15 largest exhibition companies in the world. It includes NirnbergMesse
GmbH and that company's 15 subsidiaries and affiliates. The Group employs more than 1000 people at eleven
locations in Germany, Brazil, China, India, Italy, Greece, Austria and the USA. It also has a network of international
representatives in more than 100 countries. Its portfolio comprises some 120 national and international exhibitions
and conferences held in person and as digital events, focusing on five general fields: Retail & Consumer Goods,
Building & Construction, Process Technology, Electronics & Security, and Social & Public. The company has also
been incorporating more and more aspects of sustainability into its trade fair concepts. Its events secure more than
12,000 jobs and generate billions of euros each year in purchasing power and tax revenue, making NirnbergMesse
a major economic engine for the Nuremberg metropolitan region and Germany as a whole. As an employer and
organizer of major events, NirnbergMesse assumes responsibility for people and the environment. It shapes its
corporate actions in accordance with the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with the aim of achieving
climate neutrality by 2028.
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